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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Thomas Presson on 08/13/2008. 

3. The following claims had been amended: 

1 . An information distribution system wherein a terminal apparatus, a display information 
transmitting apparatus, and a schedule transmitting apparatus are interconnected over a network, 
wherein: 

said display information transmitting apparatus comprises: 

display information transmitting means for transmitting display information to the 
terminal apparatus upon reception of a display information transmission request transmitted from 
the terminal apparatus; and 

transmitting display information storage means for storing the display 

information, 

said schedule transmitting apparatus comprises: 

transmission schedule storage means for storing a schedule table that lists a 
plurality of schedules comprising a set of a display start time that specifies a time of day to start 
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displaying the display information, an address that identifies the display information, a display 
end time that specifies a time of day to end displaying the display information and/or a display 
period that specifies a time duration for displaying the display information; 

selecting means for selecting a first schedule by retrieving, from the schedule 
table, a schedule whose display start time is close to a time of day received from the terminal 
apparatus, upon reception of the time of day from the terminal apparatus; and 

schedule transmitting means for transmitting the first schedule selected by the 
selecting means to the terminal apparatus; and 
said terminal apparatus comprises: 

display means for displaying the display information; 

an internal clock for giving a lapse of time; 

screen saver for displaying a given image on the display means when an operation 
to the terminal apparatus by a user is suspended for a certain period of time or longer; 

time of day transmitting means for transmitting the time of day given by the 
internal clock to the schedule transmitting apparatus when the given image is displayed on the 
display means and when the display end time is getting close; 

schedule receiving means for receiving the first schedule from the schedule 
transmitting apparatus; 

schedule storage means for storing the first schedule received by the schedule 
receiving means; 

display information transmission request transmitting means for transmitting a 
display information transmission request to the display information transmitting apparatus with 
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reference to the address listed in the first schedule when the time of day given by the internal 
clock reaches the display start time listed in the schedule stored in the schedule storage means; 

display information receiving means for receiving the display information from 
the display information transmitting apparatus; and 

display control means for displaying the display information received by the 
display information receiving means on the display means, 

wherein the display information is capable of being updated by a mobile phone, or 
a Personal Digital Assistant, and 

wherein the terminal apparatus periodically sends a schedule transmission request 
to the schedule transmitting apparatus to request latest schedule information, 
said terminal apparatus further comprises: 

schedule rewriting means for rewriting the first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means with a second schedule received by said schedule receiving means, when a different 
portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is determined by said terminal 
apparatus; 

said time of day transmitting means transmits the time of day given by the internal clock 
to the schedule transmitting apparatus at a predetermined interval during the display period when 
said display information is displayed; and 

said schedule rewriting means rewrites the first schedule with the second 
schedule, when a different portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is 
determined by said terminal apparatus at the time when the second schedule received by said 
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schedule receiving means is transmitted from said schedule transmitting apparatus based on the 
time of day transmitted to said schedule transmitting apparatus at said predetermined interval, 

wherein said display information is related to a television or radio program that is on the 
air during the display period when the display information is displayed on the display means. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein: 

said schedule rewriting means rewrites the first schedule with the second schedule, when 
either said display end time or said display period is different determined by the terminal 
apparatus. 

4. (Previously Presented) The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein: said terminal apparatus further comprises display information storage means for storing 
display information displayed on said display means. 

5. The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
schedule correcting means interconnected to said terminal apparatus, said schedule 

transmitting apparatus, and said display information transmitting means for correcting the 
schedule stored in said transmission schedule storage means or display information stored in said 
transmitting display information storage means. 
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6. (Canceled) 



Page 6 



7. The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said display information transmitting means further comprises encryption means for 
encrypting said display information; and 

said terminal apparatus further comprises decryption means for decrypting said encrypted 
display information encrypted by said encryption means. 

8. The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said terminal apparatus further comprises last display information transmitting means for 
transmitting to said display information transmitting apparatus the last display information 
designating the display information displayed at said display means when an operation by a user 
is carried out while displaying said last display information; and 

said display information transmitting apparatus further comprises counting means for 
counting the transmissions of said display information and transmitting the count as another 
display information when the last display information is transmitted from said terminal 
apparatus. 

9. The information distribution system as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

a plurality of schedule tables is stored in said transmission schedule storage means; and 
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said terminal apparatus further comprises schedule table selecting means for selecting a 
schedule table to which the schedule to be transmitted by said schedule transmitting apparatus 
belongs. 

10. A terminal apparatus interconnected with a display information transmitting apparatus for 
transmitting display information and a schedule transmitting apparatus for transmitting a 
schedule over a network, comprising: 

display means for displaying the display information; 

an internal clock for giving a lapse of time; 

a screen saver for displaying a given image on the display means when an operation to 
the terminal apparatus by a user is suspended for a certain period of time or longer; 

time of day transmitting means for transmitting the time of day given by the internal 
clock to the schedule transmitting apparatus when the given image is displayed on the display 
means and when the time of day to end displaying the given image is close; 

schedule receiving means for receiving a first schedule comprising a set of a display start 
time that specifies a time of day to start displaying the display information, an address that 
identifies the display information, a display end time that specifies a time of day to end 
displaying the display information and/or a display period that specifies a time duration required 
to display the display information; 

schedule storage means for storing the first schedule received by the schedule receiving 

means; 
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display information transmission request transmitting means for transmitting a display 
information transmission request to the display information transmitting apparatus with reference 
to the address listed in the first schedule when the time of day given by the internal clock reaches 
the display start time listed in the first schedule stored in the schedule storage means; 

display information receiving means for receiving the display information from the 
display information transmitting apparatus; and 

display control means for displaying the display information received by the display 
information receiving means on the display means, 

wherein the display information is capable of being updated by a mobile phone or a 
Personal Digital Assistant, and 

wherein the terminal apparatus periodically sends a schedule transmission request to the 
schedule transmitting apparatus to request latest schedule information, 

said terminal apparatus further comprises: 

schedule rewriting means for rewriting the first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means with a second schedule received by said schedule receiving means, when a different 
portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is determined by said terminal 
apparatus; 

said time of day transmitting means transmits the time of day given by the internal clock 
to the schedule transmitting apparatus at a predetermined interval during the display period when 
said display information is displayed; and 

said schedule rewriting means rewrites said first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means with the second schedule received by said schedule receiving means, when a different 
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portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is determined by the terminal 
apparatus at the time when the second schedule received by said schedule receiving means is 
transmitted from said schedule transmitting apparatus based on the time of day transmitted to 
said schedule transmitting apparatus at said predetermined interval, 

wherein said display information is related to a television or radio program that is on the 
air during the display period when the display information is displayed on the display means. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein: 

said schedule rewriting means rewrites said first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means with the second schedule received by said schedule receiving means, when either said 
display end time or said display period is different in case of comparing the second schedule 
received by said schedule receiving means with the first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means. 

13. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprising: 

display information storage means for storing display information displayed on said 
display means. 

14. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprising: 
decryption means for decrypting said encrypted display information. 
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15. The terminal apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprising: 

a last display information transmitting means for transmitting to said display information 
transmitting apparatus the last display information designating the display information displayed 
at said display means when an operation by a user is carried out while displaying said display 
information. 

16. A schedule transmitting apparatus interconnected with a terminal apparatus and a display 
information transmitting apparatus for transmitting display information to the terminal apparatus 
over a network, comprising: 

transmission schedule storage means for storing a schedule table that lists a plurality of 
schedules each of which is composed of a set of a display start time that specifies a time of day 
to start displaying the display information, a display end time that specifies a time of day to end 
displaying the display information, a display period that specifies a time duration required to 
display the display information on a display means mounted to the terminal apparatus and an 
address that identifies the display information; 

retrieval means for retrieving, from the schedule table, a schedule display start time of 
which is close to a time of day transmitted from the terminal apparatus, upon reception of the 
time of day from the terminal apparatus; and 

schedule transmitting means for transmitting the schedule retrieved by the retrieval 
means to the terminal apparatus, 
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wherein the display information is capable of being updated by a mobile phone or a 
Personal Digital Assistant, and 

wherein the terminal apparatus periodically sends a schedule transmission request to the 
schedule transmitting apparatus to request latest schedule information, 

said terminal apparatus further comprises: 

schedule rewriting means for rewriting a first schedule stored in a schedule storage means 
with a second schedule, when a different portion between the first schedule and the second 
schedule is determined by said terminal apparatus; 

time of day transmitting means for transmitting a time of day given by an internal clock 
to the schedule transmitting apparatus at a predetermined interval during the display period when 
said display information is displayed; and 

said schedule rewriting means rewrites said first schedule with the second schedule, when 
a different portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is determined by the 
terminal apparatus, at the time when the second schedule received, is transmitted from said 
schedule transmitting apparatus based on the time of day transmitted to said schedule 
transmitting apparatus at said predetermined interval, 

wherein said display information is related to a television or radio program that is on the 
air during the display period when the display information is displayed on the display means. 

17. The schedule transmitting apparatus as claimed in claim 16, wherein: 

said transmission schedule storage means stores a plurality of schedule tables. 
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18. A display information transmitting apparatus connected with a terminal apparatus over a 
network, comprising: 

transmitting display information storage means for storing display information to be 
transmitted to the terminal apparatus; and 

display information transmitting means for transmitting the display information stored in 
the transmitting display information storage means to the terminal apparatus upon reception of a 
display information transmission request transmitted from the terminal apparatus with reference 
to an address, 

wherein the display information is capable of being updated by a mobile phone or a 
Personal Digital Assistant, and 

wherein the terminal apparatus periodically sends a schedule transmission request to a 
schedule transmitting apparatus to request latest schedule information of the display information, 

schedule rewriting means for rewriting a first schedule stored in a schedule storage means 
with a second schedule, when a different portion between the first schedule and the second 
schedule is determined; 

time of day transmitting means for transmitting a time of day given by an internal clock 
at a predetermined interval during a display period when said display information is displayed; 
and 

schedule rewriting means for rewriting said first schedule stored in said schedule storage 
means with the second schedule, when a different portion between the first schedule and the 
second schedule is determined by the terminal apparatus at the time when the second schedule is 
transmitted, 
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wherein said display information to be transmitted by said display information 
transmitting apparatus is related to a television or radio program that is on the air during a 
display period when the display information is displayed on the display means. 

19. The display information transmitting apparatus as claimed in claim 1 8, further 
comprising: 

encryption means for encrypting said display information. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . The display information transmitting apparatus as claimed in claim 1 8, further 
comprising: 

counting means for counting transmissions of said display information and transmitting 
the count as another display information based on the last display information transmitted from 
said terminal apparatus based on the last display information designating the display information 
displayed on said display means. 

22. An information distribution method adaptable to an information distribution system 
configured by interconnecting a terminal apparatus, a display information transmitting apparatus 
and a schedule transmitting apparatus over a network, comprising the steps of: 

allowing the terminal apparatus to transmit a time of day given by an internal clock, 
which gives a lapse of time, to the schedule transmitting apparatus, while displaying a given 
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image on display means when an operation to the terminal apparatus by a user is suspended for a 
certain period of time or longer; 

allowing the schedule transmitting apparatus to, upon reception of the time of day from 
the terminal apparatus, transmit a first schedule to the terminal apparatus by retrieving, from 
schedules comprising a set of a display start time that specifies a time of day to start displaying 
the display information, a display end time that specifies a time of day to end displaying the 
display information, a display period that specifies a time duration required to display the display 
information and an address that identifies the display information, whose display start time is 
close to the time of day transmitted from the terminal apparatus; 

allowing the terminal apparatus to, upon reception of the first schedule, store the first 
schedule in a recording medium, while transmitting a display information transmission request to 
the display information transmitting apparatus with reference to the address listed in the first 
schedule when the time of day given by the internal clock reaches the display start time listed in 
the first schedule stored in the recording medium; 

allowing the display information transmitting apparatus to, upon reception of the display 
information transmission request, transmit the display information to the terminal apparatus; and 

allowing the terminal apparatus to, upon reception of the display information from the 
display information transmitting apparatus, display the received display information on the 
display means, 

wherein the display information is capable of being updated by a mobile phone or a 
Personal Digital Assistant, and 
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wherein the terminal apparatus periodically sends a schedule transmission request to the schedule 
transmitting apparatus to request latest schedule information, 

wherein said terminal apparatus transmits the time of day given by the internal clock to 
the schedule transmitting apparatus at a predetermined interval during a display period when said 
display information is displayed; 

said schedule transmitting apparatus retrieves a second schedule by receiving the time of 
day transmitted by said terminal apparatus, and transmits to the terminal apparatus the second 
schedule which has a start time close to the time of day transmitted by said terminal apparatus; 
and 

said terminal apparatus receives the second schedule transmitted by said schedule 
transmitting apparatus, and rewrites the first schedule stored in a recording medium with the 
second schedule, when a different portion between the first schedule and the second schedule is 
determined by the terminal apparatus, 

wherein said display information is related to a television or radio program that is on the 
air during the display period when the display information is displayed. 

23. (Canceled) 

24. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, wherein: 

said terminal apparatus rewrites said first schedule stored in said recording medium with 
the second schedule, when either said display end time or said display time is different in case of 
comparing the second schedule with the first schedule stored in said recording medium. 
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25. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, wherein: 

said terminal apparatus records to the recording medium the display information transmitted by 
said display information by said display information transmitting means. 

26. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, further comprising: 
schedule correcting means interconnected to said terminal apparatus, said schedule 

transmitting apparatus, and said display information transmitting means for correcting either the 
schedule to be transmitted by said schedule transmitting apparatus or display information to be 
transmitted by said display information transmitting apparatus. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, wherein: 

said display information transmitting apparatus encrypts said display information; and 
said terminal apparatus decrypts said encrypted display information. 

29. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, wherein: 

said terminal apparatus transmits to said display information transmitting apparatus the 
last display information designating display information displayed at said display means when an 
operation by a user is carried out while displaying said display information; and 
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said display information transmitting apparatus counts the transmissions of said display 
information and transmits the number as another display information based on the last display 
information transmitted from said terminal apparatus. 

30. The information distribution method as claimed in claim 22, wherein: 

a plurality of schedule tables is stored in the recording medium equipped to said schedule 

transmitting apparatus; and 

said terminal apparatus selects a schedule table to which the first schedule to be 

transmitted by said schedule transmitting apparatus belongs. 

4. Pursuant to MPEP 606.0 1 the title has been changed to read: --INFORMATION 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR TRANSMITTING SCHEDULED INFORMATION ON A 
TERMINAL APPARATUS DISPLAY WHEN THE USER OPERATION IS NOT ACTIVE ON 
THE TERMINAL APPARATUS-- 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ABDULLAH AL KAWSAR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3169. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm, EST. 
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6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng Ai T. An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Meng-Ai An/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



/Abdullah-Al Kawsar/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



